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Background for 

developing the radar 
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Sustainable Tourism Strategy 

• Strategic framework for tourism development 

• Describes how the WHS can benefit from tourism and vice 

versa 

• Aims to develop tourism in a way that the  „outstanding 

universal value“ of the Wadden Sea will be maintained and 

used in a sustainable way 
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How far can a sustainable tourism 
development go? 
  

When are the limits for „People“, 
„Planet“ & „Profit“ reached? 
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How can nature conservation and business 
benefit from the potential of the natural heritage 

brand?  

14 partners from Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Norway and Great Britain 
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Tourism in the  
Wadden Sea World Heritage 
 
How can the Wadden Sea World Heritage 
"brand" benefit tourism and vice versa? 
 
How far can sustainable growth go without 
endangering the World Heritage Site? 
 
When are the limits reached for "planet", 
"people" and "profit"? 
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How the radar was 

developed 

 

Overview 
about existing 

tools to 
identify 

Limits for the  
development 

of tourism 

 
 
 

Selection of 
the LAC 

methodology 
(Limits of 

acceptable 
change) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



• Allready used in other areas 

• Question: Can we apply it for the 

Wadden Sea Region 
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Identification of relevant 
issues in the area 

Selection of indicators 

Status  quo analysis 

Definition of limits 

Monitoring 

Evaluation 

Measures 

Limits of acceptable change (LAC) 
for the Wadden Sea World Heritage 

Example: Kvarken 

 

• 15 indicators 

 

• More detailed 

investigations in 

case of significant 

changes 

 

Quelle: Metsähallitus: https://julkaisut.metsa.fi/assets/pdf/lp/Csarja/c111.pdf 

https://julkaisut.metsa.fi/assets/pdf/lp/Csarja/c111.pdf
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Limits of acceptable change (LAC) 
Indicator-“Menu“ 

50 indicators proposed 
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Overview 
about existing 

tools to 
identify 

Limits for the  
development 

of tourism 

 
Selection of 

the LAC 
methodology 

(Limits of 
acceptable 

change) 
 

Identification 
of suitable 
indikators 

 

Looking for an 
alternative 
approach 

How the radar was developed 
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Deviations from the LAC-approach 

• No indicators; only for reference at 

the most, if available 

• No quantitative but qualitative 

assessment  

• Supporting documents only if 

available 
 

 
Central objective:  

The outstanding universal value of the 

Wadden Sea World Heritage Site as a 

living environment for humans and 

nature should be preserved permanently. 

 

Key question:  

Do we observe developments in tourism 

that negatively affect this value? 

 

Approach: 

We describe the desired situation by 

selected criteria and ask whether they 

are impaired by tourism 
 

Alternative: Wadden-Sea-Tourism-Radar 

Start: Three basic criteria  

on the UNESCO World Heritage criteria 

for which the Wadden Sea has been 
designated. 
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• Addition of 9 further criteria for each 

sustainability dimension 

 describing the desire 

 situation 

• Derived from the themes and 

indicators from the beginning of the 

project 

 

  3+ 3x9 = 30 Questions 

Wadden-Sea-Tourism-Radar: Structure 
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Wadden-Sea-
Tourism-Radar 

 

 
Testing in 3 
pilot sites 
Borkum, 

Ameland, 
 St.-Peter-

Ording 
 

How the radar was developed 

 

Overview 
about existing 

tools to 
identify 

Limits for the  
development 

of tourism 

 
Selection of 

the LAC 
methodology 

(Limits of 
acceptable 

change) 
 

Identification 
of suitable 
indikators 

 

Looking for an 
alternative 
approach 
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How the radar is 

constructed? 
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Wadden-Sea-Tourism-Radar: Structure 
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How to work with 

the radar? 1 
• Appoint an advisory team 

2 
• Determine a moderation 

3 
• Assesments of impacts 

4 
• Development of proposals for actions 

5 
• Decision on the measures 

6 
• Implementation of the measures 

7 
• Evaluation of the measures 

Transferable 
also to sites 
outside the 

Wadden Sea 
Region 



17 

What do we gain 

with the radar? 
A cross-dimensional discourse 

 
A compact overview of the overall 

situation 
 

 The recognition and classification of 
undesirable developments 
 

A conscious and structured discussion 
on the jointly desired future 
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Which documents and 

tools are available? 

 

https://www.waddensea-
worldheritage.org/resources/wadden-
sea-tourism-radar 



19 

How to use the 

Graphic Tool  

 

https://www.waddensea-
worldheritage.org/resources/wadden-
sea-tourism-radar 
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How to use the 

Graphic Tool  

 

https://www.waddensea-
worldheritage.org/resources/wadden-
sea-tourism-radar 
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How to use the 

Graphic Tool  

 

https://www.waddensea-
worldheritage.org/resources/wadden-
sea-tourism-radar 


